Abstract
Problem of the study
In this study, the following research questions were treated: 1. How can we select the proper cultural materials for our students? 2. What is the attitude of Turkish students towards the cultural elements of EFL lessons?
3. What do the students need as cultural elements in EFL classrooms?
Method of the study
In this research paper a survey was designed to understand the students' point of view about language and culture. The survey was divided into two sections (Appendix 1). The first section was about the personal information of the students and the second section was about the attitude of the students towards the cultural elements of textbooks in EFL classrooms. The questionnaire was completed by 150 preparatory class students at Akdeniz University in Antalya. At Akdeniz University, the students are required to learn English and reach upper intermediate level by the end of the year. The questionnaire was administered to the students with the help of their teachers. The data analysis was completed but they didn't aim at carrying out in depth statistical evolution of data.
Limitations of the study
This study is limited to Akdeniz University which provides one year preparatory class education. This study is also limited to 150 students of all the departments.
Findings 7.1 Findings based on the students' general information
• 79.2% of the students were between the ages of 17-21; 17.9% of them were between 21-24 and 2.8% of them were 25 or over it.
• 30.2% of the students were girls and 69.9% of the students were boys.
• In the research, 71.7% of the students were from state high schools, 16% from Anatolian high schools, 3.8% from super high schools, and 3.8% from private high schools. 3.8% of them were from science high schools, only 0.9% of them from technical high schools.
• The students were from seven different regions all over Turkey.
• 20.8% of the respondents were from Marmara, 10.4% from Ege, 34.9% from Akdeniz, 13.2% from Middle Anatolia, 5.7% from East Anatolia, 5.7% from South -East Anatolia and 9.4 % of them were from Karadeniz regions (Appendix 2).
Findings based on the students' ideas about culture
• 62% of them stated that they wanted to learn the culture of the target language they are learning.
• 41, 5% of the students said that they wanted to learn cultural elements of the target language only from reading passages.
• 10.4% of them stated that they wanted to learn it just like their cultural values.
• 42.5% of them declared that they wanted to learn it in order to understand the target language better.
• 58.5% of the students implied that they didn't like and understand the cultural words which belong to the target language.
• 70.8 % of the students mentioned that learning different cultures provided them with different point of view about the world in which they lived.
• 29.2% of them indicated that different cultural values developed their critical thought.
• 81.1% of the students stated that they would not lose their national identity while learning cultural values that belong to another country.
• 38.7% of the students thought that the course books are aimed at teaching English culture completely.
• 24.5% of them stated that English course books didn't give importance to Turkish culture.
• 36.8% of them thought that publishers only wanted to teach cultures of the countries where English was spoken.
• All the students over 25 explained that unknown words belonging to the target language's culture bothered them. It shows that the older the students are less tolerant about different cultures.
• 78.9% of the students between 21 -24 and all the students over 25 claimed that learning different cultures provided them with an idea of comparison between their culture and the other culture.
• According to the results, the students from super high schools and technical high schools wanted to learn British/American culture more than those of Anatolian, state, private and science high schools.
• All the students from super high schools and technical high schools mentioned that they could get a different view about the world by comparing their culture with target language's culture.
• 75% of the students from science schools stated that they wanted to learn the culture in order to understand the target language.
• If we have a look at the gender, it can be seen that girls with the ratio 68.8% wanted to learn British/American culture more than the boys.
• The majority of the boys and girls wanted to learn the target language's culture in order to understand the language better
• 59.4% of the girls mentioned that the unknown cultural words bothered them.
• 68.8% of the girls wanted to learn British/American culture whereas 54.1% of the boys wanted to learn these cultures. It shows that girls are more eager to learn different cultures than boys.
• 71.6% of the boys explained that different cultures would provide them to gain various thoughts about the world.
• 21. 9% of them mentioned that the course books didn't give importance to Turkish people.
• 37.8% of the boys thought that publishers tried to teach only their culture.
Conclusion and suggestion
In conclusion, it can be inferred that the students from different high schools in Turkey have a tendency of learning different cultures by learning the target language. However, they believe that the course books used in EFL classrooms aim at teaching only the target language's culture. The result appears to be very important because it shows that the students wanted to see some cultural values of Turkish people in their course books. Turkish students are conscious enough of the language teaching methods and they know that culture and language learning cannot be separated. Hence, English cannot be taught without British/American culture. The problem is how to select the correct cultural context. The context used in EFL classrooms should be familiar with the students.
It can be suggested that instead of teaching culture of the target language completely, it is more useful to take a cross -cultural approach to English language teaching. By focusing the cross -cultural values, the students will become more conscious to the world's cultural beliefs. It is clear that the students will show tolerance to the universe which they live in when they learn different values of various countries. 
